Career Decision-Making
From a Biblical Perspective

Before diving into the theological and exegetical basis for career based decision making, there are a
couple of points to note. One, God'’s plan is very seldom linear. Whatever your dreams and aspirations
are in the long run, the path, for a Christian, is very seldom a direct journey. For instance, you may want
to start a non-profit to help the poor but your first job offer is at Starbucks. How do the two connect?
One possibility may be to hone your customer service skills. Another is to work on your patience. While
it is hard to imagine non-profit and coffee complimenting each other, service and patience are directly
connected.

Second, part of the Christian pilgrimage entails suffering (I Peter 1:6-7), and part of that suffering
includes failure and its consequences. It's okay to fail. In fact, avoiding failure develops aversion to risk:
not realizing your true potential because of fear of failure.

So as you continue reading, keep these truths in mind. God’s perspective is Eternal. Ours dwells
merely in the present. If God is opening a door, don’t be afraid to walk through it, even if it doesn’t “make
sense.” God has placed all your gifts, skills and desires in your soul. If you desire, He will utilize all of
them in His time.

I. God's plan for work in general
A. Partnership in God’s creative work as stewards.

1. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue
it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves
on the ground. Then God said, "l give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts
of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything
that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw all that
he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning the sixth day.
(Gen. 1: 28-31)

2. Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. Now there is in Jerusalem
near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five
covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame,
and the paralyzed. One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus
saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him,
"Do you want to get well?" "Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when
the water is stirred. While | am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me." Then
Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." At once the man was cured; he picked up
his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jews said to
the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat." So they
asked him, "Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?" The man who was healed had
no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found
him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse
may happen to you." The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him
well. (John 5:1-18)

3. Phillip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."Jesus answered, "Don't you
know me, Phillip, even after | have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that | am in the
Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you are not just my own. Rather, itis the
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the
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Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth,
anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing. He will do even greater things than
these, because | am going to the Father. And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.”
(John 14:8-14)

B. To bring everything under Christ's Lordship.

1. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (Eph. 1:22-23)

2. Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but | press on to
take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to
have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point
you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have
already attained. Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who
live according to the pattern we gave you. For, as | have often told you before and now say again
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their
god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies
so that they will be like his glorious body. (Phil. 3:12-21)

3. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross. Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you
heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have
become a servant. (Col. 1:15-23)

4. Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,
and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in you hearts to God. And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the father through him. (Col. 3:12-17)

C. Purpose of positions of authority.

1. Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who
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do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?
Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant, an agent of wrath to
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not
only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay
taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone
what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect;
if honor, then honor. (Rom. 13:1-7)

2. lurge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim. 2:2-4)

D. Concern for the needy.

1. She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. She sees that her trading
is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps
the spindle with her fingers. She opens her arms to the poor and extend her hands to the needy.
(Prov. 31:17-20)

2. The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. (Luke 4:18-19)

3. James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the
Gentiles, and they to the Jews. All they asked was that we should continue to remember the
poor, the very thing | was eager to do. (Gal. 2:9-10)

4. He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his
own hands, that he may have some-thing to share with those in need. (Eph. 4:28)

E. For the good of the community at large.

1. This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those | carried into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon, "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.
Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not
decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into exile.
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper. (Jer. 29:4-7)

2. There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is
given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means
of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the
same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. The body is a unit, though it is
made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part but many.
If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body." it would not for that
reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do not
belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body
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F.

were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would
the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just
as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are
many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head
cannot say to the feet, "l don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to
be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special
honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body
and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. (1 Cor. 12:4-26)

To provide for yourself and your family.

1.

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and
the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in
Zion—to bestow on then a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient
ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been
devastated for generations. Aliens will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and
vineyards. And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be made ministers of our God. You
will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. Instead of their shame my
people will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance;
and so they will inherit a double portion in their land. And everlasting joy will be theirs. For I, the
Lord, love justice; | hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness | will reward them and make an
everlasting covenant with them. (Is. 61:1-8)

“Behold, | will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered,
nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what | will create, for | will create
Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. | will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my
people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. Never again will there be
in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who
dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be
considered accursed. They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as
the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of
their hands. They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a
people blessed by the Lord, they and their descendants with them. Before they call | will answer;
while they are still speaking | will hear. The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will
eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent's food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all
my holy mountain," says the Lord. (Is. 65:17-25)

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or
ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. How long will you lie
there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little
folding of the hands to rest—and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an
armed man. (Prov. 6:6-11)

When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet. (Prov.
31:21)



5. Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be
a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. (I Thess. 2:9)

6. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.
May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as
ours does for you. (I Thess. 3:11-12)

7. Inthe name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you brothers, to keep away from every
brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. For you
yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you,
nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day,
laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we
do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For
even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: If a man will not work, he shall not eat. We
hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. (Il Thess.
3:6-12)

II. God's will for my work in particular
A. Planning/Futuring

1. Plans are necessary to reach goals.

a. The purposes of a man's heart are deep waters, but a man of understanding draws them out.
...for waging war you need guidance, and for victory many advisers. (Prov. 20:5; 24:6)

b. Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the
law. (Prov. 29:18)

c. See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule with justice. Each man will be like a
shelter from the wind and a refuge from the storm, like streams of water in the desert and the
shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be
closed, and the ears of those who hear will listen. The mind of the rash will know and
understand, and the stammering tongue will be fluent and clear. No longer will the fool be
called noble nor the scoundrel be highly respected. For the fool speaks folly, his mind is busy
with evil; He practices ungodliness and spreads error concerning the Lord; the hungry he
leaves empty and from the thirsty he withholds water. (Is. 32:1-6)

2. Submit your plans to God's sovereignty.

a. To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the reply of the tongue. (Prov.
16:1)

b. Now, listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year
there, carry on business and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." As it is, you
boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. (James 4:13-16)

B. Circumstances/Discerning.

1. Good and evil men receive the Lord's common blessing.
a. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. (Matt. 5:45b)

2. Be careful about reading too much into circumstances.
a. Then Job replied to the Lord, "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be
thwarted. You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely |
spoke of things | did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. You said, ‘Listen
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now, and | will speak; | will question you, and you shall answer me.” My ears had heard of you
but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore | despise myself and repent in dust and ashes."
(Job 42:1-6)

b. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of
God might be displayed in his life.” (John 9:2-3)

3. Test the source of guidance.

a. If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a
miraculous sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and
he says, "Let us follow other gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship them," you
must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The Lord your God is testing you to
find out whether you love him with all your soul. It is the Lord your God you must follow, and
him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. That
prophet or dreamer must be put to death, because he preached rebellion against the Lord
your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery; he has
tried to turn you from the way the Lord your God commanded you to follow. You must purge
the evil from among you. (Deut. 13:1-5)

b. When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the
detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son
or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone
who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and because of these detestable practices
the Lord your God will drive out those nations before you. You must be blameless before the
Lord your God. (Deut. 18:9-13)

c. Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, "Teacher, we want to see a
miraculous sign from you." He answered, "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a
miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. (Matt. 12:38-
39)

d. Butyou, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are
all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So
then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the
hope of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are
awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore, encourage one another and build
each other up, just as in fact you are doing. (I Thess. 5:4-11)

e. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we
can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into may foolish and harmful
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves
with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ
Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession. | charge you to
keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
God will bring about in his own time-God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is uncertain, but to put
their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them
to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they



will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may
take hold of life that is truly life. (I Tim. 6:9-19)

f.  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert. Your
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him,
standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make
you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. (I Pet. 5:6-11)

g. Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. You, dear
children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater
than the one who is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak from the
viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever knows
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. (I John 4:1-6)

4. Open doors.

a. At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when
they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, "l must
preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why |
was sent.” (Luke 4:42-43)

b. On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done
through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. (Acts 14:27)

c. "Everything is permissible"—but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible"—but
not everything is constructive. Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. (I
Cor. 10:23-24)

d. 1do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; | hope to spend some time with
you, if the Lord permits. But | will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for
effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. (I Cor. 16:7-9)

e. Now when | went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened
a door for me, | still had no peace of mind, because | did not find my brother Titus there. So |
said good-by to them and went on to Macedonia. (Il Cor. 2:12-13)

f. Be very careful, then, how you live, not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity, because the days are evil. (Eph. 5:15-16)

C. Guidance/Listening-Where to seek it out.

1. Word of God.

a. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. (Ps. 119:105)

b. Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words;
it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the
word of truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and
more ungodly. (Il Tim: 2:14-16)

c. Forthe word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Heb. 4:12-13)

2. Prayer



a. The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can
pray. (I Pet. 4:7)

b. Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may
open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in
chains. Pray that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should. (Col. 4:24)

3. Understanding yourself.
a. Guidance

1)

2)

Listen, my son, accept what | say, and the years of your life will be many. | guide you in
the way of wisdom and lead you along the straight paths. When you walk, your steps will
not be hampered; when you run, you will not stumble. Hold on to instruction, do not let it
go; guard it well, for it is your life. (Prov. 4:10-13)

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed. (Prov 15:22)

b. Experience

1)

2)

3)

But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or
a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, | went after it, struck it and rescued
the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hair, struck it and killed
it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be
like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The Lord who
delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the
hand of this Philistine.” (I Sam. 17:34-37)

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have
not been trustworthy with someone else's property who will give you property of your
own? No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
money. (Luke 16:10-13)

Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone
thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Each one should test his
own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody
else, for each one should carry his own load. (Gal. 6:2-5)

c. Giftedness/design.

1)

Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses' presence, and everyone who
was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to the Lord for the
work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. All who were
willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches,
earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the
Lord. Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins
dyed red or hides of sea cows brought them. Those presenting an offering of silver or
bronze brought it as an offering to the Lord, and everyone who had acacia wood for any
part of the work brought it. Every skilled woman spun with her hands and brought what
she had spun blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. And all the women who were
willing and had the skill spun the goat hair. The leaders brought onyx stones and other
gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. They also brought spices and olive oll
for the light and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. All the Israelite men and
women who were willing brought to the Lord freewill offerings for all the work the Lord
through Moses had commanded them to do. Then Moses said to the Israelites, "See, the
Lord has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son Hur, of the tribe of Judah and he has filled
him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts—to make
artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood
and to engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship. And he has given both him and
Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. He has filled
them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiders in blue, purple
and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers all of them master craftsmen and designers.
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2)

3)

4)

So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the Lord has given skill and ability
to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the sanctuary are to do the work just
as the Lord has commanded." (Exod. 35:20-36:1)

O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. You know when [ sit and when | rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you
are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O
Lord. You hem me in behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can | go from your
Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if |
make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on the wings of the dawn, you are
there. If | settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right
hand will hold me fast. If | say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become
night around me," even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the
day, for darkness is as light to you. For you created my inmost being; you knit me together
in my mother's womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, | know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when | was
made in the secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of the earth, your
eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast
is the sum of them! Were | to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand.
When | awake, | am still with you. (Ps. 139:1-18)

Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will. For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself
more highly than you ought, but rather think or yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us have one
body with many members, and these members do not all have the same functions, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We
have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him
use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if
it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully. (Rom. 12:1-8)

Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when
you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.
Therefore | tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be
cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. There are
different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all
men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To
one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretations of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives
them to each one, just as he determines. The body is a unit, though it is made up of many
parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we
were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews of Greeks, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the body is hot made up of one part but
of many. If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand | do not belong to the body," it
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease
to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing
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be? If the whole body were an ear where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God
has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one
body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "l don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the
feet, "I don't need you! On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special
honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the
body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And in the church God
has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of
miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of
administrations, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts. (I Cor. 12)

d. Passion/vision

1) When | heard these things, | sat down and wept. For some days | mourned and fasted
and prayed before the God of heaven. (Neh. 1:4)

2) Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps
the law. (Prov. 29:18)

3) Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always
wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully
assured. | vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and
Hierapolis. (Col. 4:12-13)

e. Researching the opportunities

1) Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, but a fool exposes his folly. (Prov. 13:16)

2) Itis not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way. (Prov.
19:2)

3) Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the
cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, "This fellow began to build
and was not able to finish.” Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king.
Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. (Luke
14:28-32)

4) You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was
clearly portrayed as crucified. | would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive
the Spirit by observing the law, or by believe in what you heard? Are you so foolish? After
beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? Have you
suffered so much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? Does God give you his Spirit
and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what
you heard? (Gal 3:1-5)

5) Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God
may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for
which | am in chains. Pray that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should. Be wise in the way
you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
(Col. 4:2-6)

[ll. Pre-requisite to receiving help from the Lord.
A. Lordship of Christ.
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1. For through the law | died to the law so that | might live for God. | have been crucified with Christ
and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Gal. 2:19-20)

2. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. Dear
children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did
not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but
their going showed that none of them belonged to us. But you have an anointing from the Holy
One, and all of you know the truth. | do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but
because you do know and because no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar? It is the man who
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son.
No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.
See that what you have heard form the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain
in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us—even eternal life. | am writing
these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the anointing you
received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing
teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught
you, remain in him. (1 John 2:17-28)

Pure heart; willingness to hear anything, to be surprised.

1. To man belongs the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the reply of the tongue. All a
man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the Lord. Commit to the Lord
whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. (Prov. 16:1-3)

. Sensitivity to the Lord's timing.

1. First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all
over the world. God, whom | serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my
witness how constantly | remember you in my prayers at all times; and | pray that now at last by
God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you. | long to see you so that | may impart to
you some spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that you and | may be mutually encouraged by
each other's faith. | do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that | planned many times to come
to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest
among you, just as | have had among the other Gentiles. | am obligated both to Greeks and non-
Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. That is why | am so eager to preach the gospel also to
you who are at Rome. (Rom 1:8-15)

2. Each one should remain in the situation in which he was when God called him. Were you a slave
when you were called? Don't let it trouble you, although if you can gain your freedom, do so. For
he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freed man; similarly, he who
was a free man when he was called is Christ's slave. You were bought at a price; do not become
slaves of men. Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God
called him to. (1 Cor. 7:20-24)

3. So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it be best to be left by ourselves in Athens. We
sent Timothy, who, is our brother and God's fellow worker in spreading the gospel of Christ, to
strengthen and encourage you in your faith, so that no one would be unsettled by these trials.
You know quite well that we were detained for them. In fact, when we were with you, we kept
telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. For this
reason, when | could stand it no longer, | sent to find out about your faith. | was afraid that in
some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless. But
Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love.
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He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as
we also long to see you. Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were
encouraged about you because of your faith. For now we really live, since you are standing firm
in the Lord. How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the
presence of our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you
again and supply what is lacking in your faith. (1 Thess. 3:1-10)

4. Slaves, submit yourselves to your master with all respect, not only to those who are good and
considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if a man bears up under the
pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive
a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is
commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you
an example, that you should follow in his steps. Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm
yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin.
As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will
of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They think it strange
that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you.
But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is
the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be
judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according God in regard to the spirit. The
end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality
to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve
others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it
as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God
provides, so that in all things God may be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. Dear
friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange
were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you
are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a
murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. (1 Pet. 2:18-21; 4:1-16)

5. Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast
all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in
the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same
kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To
him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 5:6-11)

Reprinted with permission from InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 1994.
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